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people

Brad tells Angie: Marry
me or we're through

Tour de
Gastown
wipes out

A popular cycling race in Vancouver
looks to be on the brink of cancellation,
and it's the economy that's taking the
blame.

Unless organizers of the Tour de Gas-
town can come up with roughly $80,000
in sponsorship soon, the summer event
that sees professional cyclists compete
on the cobblestone streets of Gastown
will be axed.

ªIt's the economic climate right now
that makes it really difficult,º said
Leanore Sali, executive director of the
Gastown Business Improvement Soci-
ety, which oversees organization of the
event.

Organizers have found businesses are
reluctant to spend sponsorship dollars
in the current market.

ªThey're just cutting back. They're
not doing the kind of sponsorships they
were doing in the past.º

Particularly affected are financial 
institutions and insurance companies,
the types of businesses Sali says have
often stepped up to the plate to support
the race.

ªIt's companies like these that are 
particularly hurting in these times,º she
said.

- IRWIN LOY, 24 HOURS

- DHARM MAKWANA, 24 HOURS

PRESERVING THE PAST is crucial in maintaining the identity of Vancouver , according to Robert Fung, whose 
redevelopment of Flack Block would not have been po ssible if not for the city's heritage revitalizatio n incentive 
program. The program is currently under review. See story on page 5.
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Paddling the Rubicon
In the time between now and mid-May,

we will be force-fed by both the Liberals
and NDP from an obese menu of mind-
numbing pap as to how both of them may
fall just short of ending Third World
hunger, solving the Middle East tumult
and curing your grandfather's gout.

Think Gordon Campbell as Superman,
Carole James as Won-
der Woman.

I know, the competing
images are frightening:
The Premier in blue
tights, with cape and Ca-
role in a red leather
bustier¼

Although a Lasso of
Truth might be useful as the ceaseless 
piffle from either camp has made me think
that perhaps the Premier should have once
had his government move to ban all 
pre-election political advertising, and 
obligated the two, very distinguishable
records, to stand alone for you and I to 
decide their individual worth.

But that would have been too much to
ask. Instead of going into to detail of how
one party platform might trump the other
this early in the game, allow me to use 
two recent examples of how neither the
Liberals, nor the NDP, have yet made a 
persuasive enough case to be our next 
government.

Of all the latest decisions the Campbell
government has helmed,
none can be a greater
cause for concern than
the defective silence over
the allegations against
Patrick Kinsella, the im-
mediate past-campaign
co-chair of the Liberals.

Kinsella's alleged inti-
mate involvement in the
ever-controversial sale of
B.C. Rail, have sent the chattering classes
into orbit. More significantly, it has paint-
ed a most unflattering picture of the 
Premier and reframed the charges of viral
arrogance, exposed when he has been
caught in prospective scandal.

The notion that the questions emanating
from the allegations against Kinsella are
unanswerable because they remain ªsub-
judiceº (before the courts as part of the

Basi-Virk trial) is a hackneyed argument.
The Premier and two of his closest polit-

ical advisors (one being a major donor) are
alleged to have met to discuss the $1 billion
sale of a Crown asset as formal players.

And while this may not be illegal, the
assumed ethical aerobics have set off a
firestorm of questions. Ergo, if the Pre-

mier, personally, does
not get off his cash-
mere-covered roost and
provide some answers,
it will be left to the voter
to decide whether the
arrogance of believing
that we are all fools and
cannot decipher right

from wrong, may well land his govern-
ment in the political sin-bin ± permanently.

In the same way, Carole James has made
me wonder what happened to the woman
who unfalteringly located her political
mojo some months ago, but since New
Year's, has doggedly slipped into a funk,
which appears unshakable.

James recent performance over the 
selection of anti-Zionist, Mable Elmore, as
NDP candidate for Vancouver-Kensington,
is a disturbing peek into her incompetence
in controlling party apparatus or fittingly
governing the people who run the NDP,
evidently, quite independently of her.

In the face of repeatedly feeble attempts
by some blindly compliant, far-left 

media to somehow, as
capricious surrogate,
redeem Elmore's sickening
and clearly anti-Israel
rhetoric, James has been
hopeless, other than agree-
ing to a strained, mechani-
cal apology from Elmore.

James miserably failed
to show that while it may
be acceptable for Elmore to

make a bigoted remark as an anti-war 
vulgarista; as a possible MLA, Elmore
could not walk away from such incendi-
ary polemics and expect any (ill-gotten)
grace Ð other than being duly replaced.

It will be interesting, then, in the next
six weeks, to watch both James and the
Premier, as they attempt to cross the Rubi-
con¼

agtsakumis@gmail.com

REBEL WITH
A CLAUSE
ALEX G. TSAKUMIS

ªJames has made me
wonder what happened
to the woman who 
unfalteringly located
her political mojo some
months ago¼º - Tsakumis

WhatÕs onyour mind?
n I LEFT MY PURSE on the bus and if it
wasn't for the kindness of strangers, I
wouldn't have got it back. First, I'd like to
thank the person on the bus who turned
it in to the bus driver. Second, the bus
driver who held it until I was able to
chase it down at the next SkyTrain sta-
tion. And finally, Karen, the 24 hoursÕ dis-
tributor at Lougheed station, who lent
me her cellphone.

- L. Ciccarelli, via e-mail

n MY SINCERE THANKS go out to the
person who picked up my U-Pass I left
on the bus and returned it to our school's
lost and found. It can be really hard to get
anything you lose on transit and it would
have cost me to have it replaced, so
thank you for your kind deed!

- Jennie MacPhee, via e-mail

n NOTE TO CALGARY FLAMES fans:
APRIL FOOLS! What all you Calgarians
thought was an NHL hockey team was
nothing but a sad joke. You guys had a
13-point lead and you lost it like it was
Todd Bertuzzi's dimming career. 

- T.J. Chase, Burnaby

n I WILL BE GLAD when the poisonous
pi le of  rocks are gone (Front page, 
24 hours, April 1) I guess as long as some-
one pays for it, even a pile of rocks can be
considered art. Too bad there is no time to
change the Olympic symbol as well.

- Randy Hodge, via e-mail
Ed's note: Sorry Randy, that was our
April Fool's Day prank.

E-mail us at feedback@24hrs.ca

Heritage crucial to city
SALIENT GROUP SAYS:

Should Vancouver lose
its architectural past, its
cultural identity may fall
soon after, according to a
real estate developer keen
on restoring the city's his-
torical streetscape.

Robert Fung, president
of The Salient Group,
noted that, without federal
and municipal funding for
heritage restoration, pro-
jects such as the Flack
Block ± which re-opened
yesterday at 163 West Hast-
ings St. ± could never have
been realized.

ªI believe that the incen-
tive program catalyzed in-
vestment of the area that
exceeds the return of any
of the levels of govern-
ment funding into this
area over the last number
of years,º Fung said.
ªPouring it into social ser-
vices is not unneeded but
it doesn't help build the
economy ¼ in fact it's des-
perately needed ± but it

was also not creating bal-
ance in the neighbour-
hood.º

The City of Vancouver
is reviewing its heritage
revitalization incentive
program. Its federal coun-
terpart has been cancelled.

The Flack Block is being
celebrated as one of the
first heritage buildings in
North America set to
achieve LEED Gold certi-
fication from the Canada
Green Building Council.

- DHARM MAKWANA, 24 HOURS

- DHARM MAKWANA, 24 HOURS

ROBERT FUNG, president of The Salient Group,
responsible for the redevelopment of the Flack
Block, says restoration projects around the DTES
have catalyzed economic growth in the area.


