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Gastown and our future — part deux

Heritage Paris Block and its new annex mirror redefinition of original Vancouver neighbourhood

Paris Annex
Project location: 47 West Hastings St.

Project size: 17 apartment homes

Residence size: 659 to 1,127 sq. ft,
some with rooftop decks

Prices: Apartments from $360,000;
two-level penthouses, from $650,000

Developer: The Salient Group

Design: Gair Williamson Architects,
with Ankenman Marchand Architects

Interiors: Evoke International Design

Sales centre: Courtyard of the Garage
building, 12 Water 5t.

Hours: Noon to 5 p.m., Saturday to
Thursday

Telephone: 604-689-LOFT (5638)

E-mail: Heather Hodgson, heather@
parisannex.com

Occupancy: Fall 2011

BY CHRISTINA SYMONS

s a conerete metaphor for the

A thoughtful street-level reinven-

tion of Gastown, there's arguably
no better example than what is happen-
ing at 47 West Hastings.

Here, two buildings — one new, one
with 100-year-old roots — will fuse.
Esthetically and otherwise, the result
is a marriage of contrasts, but respect-
fully so. The tension gives each build-
ing its due, a merger that is deliberate,
emotive and refreshing,

Robert Fung, president of the Salient
Group, developer of the newly released
Paris Annex and existing Paris Block
apartments, makes no apologies for the
fact that his neighbourhood of choice
is still evolving. Instead, like many
who work here, who hang out at the
cool bars and eateries in the evening,
or who call the community home, he
thrives on the transformative norm.

After all, Gastown has not lost its
heritage or character, despite its con-
tinuing social challenges. It's undeni-
ably hip right now — and Fung knows
it

“Paris Annex is the evolution of the
heritage Paris Block building, but it's
really analogous to the evolution of the
neighbourhood,” Fung says, referring
to the modern infill sequel that will be
soon be attached to the restored origi-
nal heritage building next door.,

Similarly, the overall rejuvenation of
Gastown and the Woodward's district,
where the two Paris buildings reside,
has sparked a renewed vibe that is fuel-
ling the future while respecting both
history and the existing community.

“Physically and emotionally, this
area was simply neglected,” Fung says
of the past. "The work on the build-
ings, like the neighbourhood itself,
needed to be done sensitively.”

Fung and his team are highly
regarded for such an approach. Their
well-integrated buildings and restora-
tions include the Taylor Building, Ter-
minus and the Garage, which average
five to seven storeys and are intimately
scaled to the surrounding community.

The Paris Block, and now the Paris
Annex, are named after Pierre Paris,
a hard-working Vancouver footwear-
maker who owned the original prop-
erty. The names are not a marketing
cue, adds Fung, noting that Salient is
after authenticity in everything it does.

“We're not 30 storeys above [the com-
munity] or at arm'’s length,” Fung adds.

When asked if there can be as much
potential for profit in these small her-
itage-style projects as the larger-seale
towers that loom around their out-
skirts, Fung doesn’t miss a beat,

Heritage and infill projects add value
to the fabric of Vancouver in ways that
can't be easily quantified, he says. Their
significance is residual and they are
“emotionally profitable,” Fung adds.

Indeed, the Salient Group and its
projects such as Paris Annex are not
about mass production, or even mass
appeal. They cater to discerning folks
who appreciate a richly lavered expe-
rience and refined esthetic. Most of
the suites in the building are unique,
with linear layouts that are anything
but cookie-cutter, Likewise, the buyer
demographic is suitably original.

“You really can’t pin down our
buyer,” says Fung. “But it's an urban-
ist’s lifestyle we're offering.”

Sleek conerete and glass construe-
tion with expansive windows form the
exterior expression of the annex build-
ing, complemented by diffused glass
enclosing the bedrooms, and polished
conerete floors.

The interiors, by Vancouver-based
Evoke International Design, have a
minimalist fashion, with gloss or veneer
Italian cabinetry, integrated appli-
ances, subdued marble baths and for-
ward-thinking pre-wired technology.

Building amenities are straight-up,
designed to further a sense of com-
munity, with a rooftop deck and long
communal outdoor dining table. The
two-level penthouse lofts will also have
direct access to the roof and cityscape.

“We're celebrating downtown and

that rooftop experience,” says Fung,
“Our city is spectacular, but not just
because of the water and mountains.”

Annex design architect Gair William-
son also enjoys working in the Gastown
neighbourhood and couldn’t agree
more. “Vancouver used to be known as
spectacular by nature, but now we're
becoming spectacular by eulture,” he
contends, referring to Gastown's cre-
ative, collaborative and artistic core.

Overall, Fung's produet has been a
locus for this, Williamson notes.

Best known for seeking out and
restoring a select inventory of Gas-
town's near-derelict buildings, Fung

is as passionate about instilling new
life into these old properties as other
developers are to capitalize on Van-
couver’s last remaining waterfront.

For Fung, the assets in Gastown are
covetable — perhaps even more so than
Vancouver's higher profile addresses —
for their heritage, history and potential,
not to mention their soul.

“The original architecture is rare,
almost unbeatable when it comes
to anything else in the ecity,” Fung
believes. Salient builds on the premise
of that uniqueness with boutique retail
and residential spaces, he adds.

“I do believe that the smaller projects
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in this neighbourhood have uncommon
value,” says Fung, “After all, we're not
making any more heritage buildings.”

Jenny Chow, a project architect on
the Paris Annex team, has bought into
the vision for the new property, both
figuratively and literally. She's plan-
ning on purchasing a unit at the annex
and is looking forward to moving to
Gastown next year from Burnaby.

“I love this neighbourhoaod,” says
Chow. I do evervthing here — work
here, bicyele here, eat here.”

The two buildings are physically con-
nected, so at the end of the day, those
living in Paris Annex will step through

The Paris Annex
show suite combines
modern living

and heritage
architecture.
Minimalist

interiors, by Evoke
International Design,
include integrated
appliances and
marble baths.
Developer Robert
Fung, left in the
photo at the left,

and architect Gair
Williamson look over
some of the drawings
of the downtown
Vancouver new-home
project.

the history of the Paris Block and into
the modern age. Like Gastown itself,
it's a fascinating urban case study,

All around, an influx of European-
inspired boutiques, restaurants and
bars, with contemporary fashion,
design and furnishings, have created
a symbiotie drive to support ereative
culture, business and community.

"I have the greatest respect for the
existing eommunity in the Downtown
Eastside, and hope that our projects
help to bring balance and increase
diversity in the area,” says Fung, noting
that Vancouverites have been apologetic
about the east side for a long time.

“What feels refreshing is that the
communal undertone of apology is
being lifted from the area, for many
reasons,” Fung says. “And vet, the
community still maintains its heart
as our city’s most economically and
sacially diverse neighbourhood and
therefore, our most exeiting.”

Speciol to The Sun

04/10/2010 10:17 AM



	annex1
	annex2

